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Program Information and Benefits

Purpose:  To prepare eligible MU students for graduate study
Components:  Research internship, travel, and graduate school preparation

Funding:  U.S. Department of Education grant  – one of 204 McNair programs nationwide

Research Internship: 

· Dates: Academic year (at least ten hours of research or scholarly activity per week during the fall and winter semesters) or summer session (thirty-five hours of research per week)

· Payment (salary): Earn up to $2,800 as a research assistant 

· Research Supplies: Materials to complete research, creative, or scholarly project
· Details: Directly engage in research and scholarship under the guidance of a faculty mentor who gives individual attention to plan independent study, formulate research issues, and develop conceptual and technical skills leading to a report on research findings or a creative work

· Presentations: Ten to fifteen page research or scholarly paper, five to seven minute oral presentation and poster at the annual McNair Scholars Conference

Travel:  Funded professional or academic conference with faculty mentor throughout the United States.
Graduate School Preparation: Workshops/seminars and personal consultation related to: the application process, advanced library research, financing graduate study, graduate school survival strategies, advanced writing skills, and effective presentations.
Research Seminars: Aid in gaining a broader understanding of the research process.
GRE Test Preparation:  Free preparation course, workbooks, preparation software, and fee reduction waiver.
Assistance:  Help with applying to and preparing for graduate school including: developing a personal statement, free official transcripts for current scholars, use of technology including a personal computer, and one-on-one academic assistance.
Additional Benefits:  Prestige, skill development (how to give talks and create a professional poster), meet top names in field, expert guidance, opportunity for fellowships nationwide designated only for McNair Scholars, faculty mentor to offer advice and networking opportunities, assistance with graduate application process, waiver of application fees to over 200 graduate schools.

Application Procedures

1.
Complete, print and return the attached application form.
2.
Request at least two recommendations. Provide each recommender with a McNair Scholars Program Recommendation Form.
The recommendations should be from faculty members. Should this be impossible, the recommendations can be from teaching assistants, instructors, counselors, or past or present employers. Recommendations should address these points:
· Your potential as a graduate student and future scholar

· Your strengths and weaknesses

· How you may benefit from the McNair Program

· Your aptitude for academic research or scholarly activity

· Your motivation for completing graduate work

The recommender may submit letters, including recommendation forms, directly to the McNair Scholars Office or (preferably) letters may be placed in a sealed envelope, with recommender’s signature written across the flap and submitted by the student. Recommendations should be received by February 29, 2012
3.
Obtain and include income tax information. For dependent student (as determined by the Financial Aid Office) your family income tax must be submitted. For independent students (as determined by the Financial Aid Office) your personal income tax information must be submitted.
4.
Personal Statement, 500 words or less. Attach your statement indicating:

· Relevant background information.
· Your interest in pursuing further academic work in a particular discipline.
· Why you want to participate in the program.
· A description of your research interests and, if possible, proposed research project or scholarly activity.
5.
Submit an Unofficial Academic Record from MyZou. Visit http://mcnair.missouri.edu/request_record.php for assistance.

6.
Find a mentor (this is optional but strongly encouraged):  see http://mcnair.missouri.edu for “How to Find a Mentor”

If you do not know whom to contact, call the McNair staff to assist you in locating a mentor. A file of faculty members interested in serving as mentors and their research projects are available in the McNair Scholars Office for your review. Faculty interests are also on MU departmental web pages. Contact the potential mentor(s), discuss your interests, and determine whether a mutually agreeable project can be designed. For faculty members who do not have mentor applications on file, please have them fill out and return a mentor application by the application due date.
7.
Finalists will be interviewed in late March and early April. McNair Scholars will be announced by mid-April 2012.

	

	Name: 
	     
	     
	     
	E-Mail:
	     

	
	(Last)
	(First)
	(Middle Initial)
	

	Student Number:
	     
	Major:
	     
	Birth Date:
	     

	Columbia Mailing Address:
	     
	
	     
	     

	
	(street)
	(apt)
	(city/state/zip)
	(phone)

	Permanent Mailing Address:
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	(street)
	(apt)
	(city/state/zip)
	(phone)

	Proposed Faculty Mentor/Department:
	     

	Research Internship: Academic Year 2012-2013  FORMCHECKBOX 
 or Summer 2013  FORMCHECKBOX 

	By Fall ‘12: Hours completed:
	     
	Fall ‘12 Class: JR  FORMCHECKBOX 
 SR  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Expected date of graduation:
	
	Do you plan to apply to a graduate degree program? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not Sure  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	What degree(s) will you pursue (include all)? MS  FORMCHECKBOX 
  MA  FORMCHECKBOX 
  PhD  FORMCHECKBOX 
  MD  FORMCHECKBOX 
  MD/PhD  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (specify):
	     


McNair Scholars Program
Application for 2012 - 2013

	Are you a first-generation college student (neither parent completed a bachelor's degree; or if you regularly resided with and received support from

	only one parent, that parent did not complete a bachelor's degree)?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 



Income: Attach a copy of 2011 IRS Form 1040 (Line 43), 1040A (Line 27), 1040EZ (Line 6), Family Financial Statement, or other evidence of your (if listed as an independent student with the Financial Aid Office) or your family's (if listed as a dependent student with the Financial Aid Office) taxable income and the number of persons living in the household. (Information is treated confidentially)

	Are you a U.S. Citizen? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 
   If not, are you a Permanent U.S. Resident? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Racial/Ethnic Background* (check all that apply): Alaskan Native  FORMCHECKBOX 
  American Indian  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (tribal card requested)  Asian-American  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Black/African-American  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Hispanic or Latino/a  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Native Pacific Islander  FORMCHECKBOX 
  White  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Other  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (specify):
	


*Visit http://mcnair.missouri.edu for definitions.

	Collegiate academic and extracurricular awards, honors, and scholarships:

	     

	Memberships and participation in academic/campus organizations and activities:

	     

	Previous research experience: (if any, name program, institution, year, faculty mentor)

	     


References:  Persons to whom recommendation forms have been given

Name                                                      Title/Department                                                  Address                                                     Phone

	
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


The recommenders may submit letters and recommendation forms directly to the McNair Scholars Office or (preferably) letters may be placed in a sealed envelope, with recommender’s signature written across the flap and submitted by the student. Recommendations should be received by February 29, 2012.
Personal Statement:  On a separate sheet, in 500 words or less, explain your academic and career goals, why you want to participate in this program, and the research area or scholarly activity you would like to explore if selected.
Return application form, personal statement, taxable income evidence and an unofficial student academic profile to: NaTashua Davis, Director, McNair Scholars Program, 536 Clark Hall, University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I authorize each of my references to provide any information required by the University to consider this application, and I release all such persons and 
                organizations from any claims by reason of furnishing such information for records and the right to review this information.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I certify that all the information provided in this application is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:___________________________________________________________Date:________________________________________________






     APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 29, 2012









